Dear Sir,

I have been horrified and deeply disappointed by recent revelations about MPs’ expenses.

MPs already earn more than three times the national average – why should they be able to claim for duck houses in country estates or for mortgages which have already been paid off?  Why should MPs be able to use taxpayers’ money to fund a mortgage and pocket the profit when they sell up?

I have heard far too many politicians try and tell us that their claims were “within the rules” or “approved by the Fees Office”.  That is nowhere near good enough – I don’t think that any normal employer in the private or public sector would see it as such.  Why should MPs be any different?

If we are ever going to be able to trust our politicians again, we need real change.  Nick Clegg – leader of the Liberal Democrats, at least, seems to understand this.  I completely agree with him that we need to stop MPs from setting their own pay and expenses rules.  The idea of allowing voters to force a by-election when their MP is guilty of serious wrongdoing would also help rebuild trust.  Finally, Mr Clegg is surely right that no MP should be able to use taxpayers’ money to make a profit on property.  These changes would all help to remind politicians who they serve – and whose money they spend.

Yours faithfully,

